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“EXCLUSIVE CONCERN OF 
ITALY.”’ Undersecretary of State for Foreign Affairs Gschnit- 
zer has made the following statement to the representative of 
an Austrian press agency in connection with the recent decla- 
tion by the Italian Minister of the Interior Tambroni, made 
it the opening of the Bolzano Fair, to the effect that there 
ire no problems in South Tyrol and, above all, that there is 
‘‘South Tyrolese problem’’: 
‘‘Contrary to the statements of Minister of the Interior 
lrambroni, I maintain that the South Tyrolese question cannot 
ind this is also evident from the Government declaration of 
July 1956 — be considered by the Austrian Federal Govern- 
nt as an internal Italian matter. The point of view defended 
by Minister Tambroni is disputed by the fact that Italy and 
\ustria concluded the Paris Agreement in 1946.’’ 
Undersecretary Gschnitzer declared further: ‘‘Minister 
umbroni’s views are also in contradiction with the state- 
‘nts of other members of the Italian Government, as well as 
vith the fact that repeated negotiations relating to South Ty- 
rolese questions have taken place between the Italian and 
\ustrian authorities on the basis of the above-mentioned 
igreement. European problems cannot be solved by merely de- 
aring them to be nonexistent, the less so in a period when 
nternational organizations are dealing so intensively with the 
isic rights of peoples, not the least of which is the right of 
elf-determination.’’ 


MINISTER OF TRADE RESIGNS; SUCCESSOR APPOINTED. 
hancellor Raab has accepted the resignation of Udo Illig, 

Minister of Trade and Reconstruction. Mr. Illig stepped down 
r reasons of ill health. Fritz Bock, formerly Undersecretary 
{ State at the Ministry of Finance, has been appointed his 
iccessor, President Koerner administering the oath of office 
n September 19. 


TRENDS IN AUSTRIAN TRADE. Austria’s foreign trade is 
parked by exports rising at a faster rate than imports, 
recent survey reveals. In the second quarter of 1956, 
xports reached a record high of 217 million dollars, 5 per 
ent higher than the previous peak registered in the fourth 
uarter of 1955. Imports, totalling 248 million dollars, were 
per cent lower than the previous peak, also registered in 
the fourth quarter of 1955. The import surplus, which was 
still as high as 40.3 million dollars in the peak 1955 
quarter, decreased to 31 million dollars in the corresponding 
period of this year. 


(Continued on page 2) 


PROPOSED HEADQUARTERS OF INTERNATIONAL ATO- 
MIC ENERGY AGENCY (see picture). Vienna, so far the un- 
aiiimous choice of the 12-power preparatory working group 





ihe 


which laid the groundwork for the 81-nation conference con- 
vened on Sept. 20 in New York, proposes to make the building 
shown here, a former sanitarium, temporary headquarters of 
the new international body. 

NEXT MEETING OF AUSTRIANS RESIDING ABROAD TO BE 
HELD IN VIENNA. The first ‘‘Parliament’’ of Austrians Re- 
siding Abroad came to an end on September 17, after four days 
of deliberations in Salzburg. The gathering accepted an invi- 
tation from the City of Vienna for the next meeting of the or- 
ganization to be held in the Austrian capital. 

At the beginning of its meeting, the main assembly of the 
World Association of Austrians Residing Abroad set up six 
committees to deal with the citizenship, voting 
welfare problems of members as well as with cultural quest- 
ions, press matters and financial problems of the World Asso- 
ciation. In its final session, the main assembly decided to or- 
ganize an extensive collection among Austrians residing a- 
broad with a view to raising the necessary funds for estab- 
lishing a home for the aged in Austria, to be available for in- 
digent Austrians now residing abroad. ™4Y 
FOREIGN STATESMEN VISIT VIENNA. Dr. Achmed Soekar- 
no, President of Indonesia, paid Vienna an unofficial visit 
from September 18-23. . 

Professor Ludwig Erhard, Minister of Trade and Industry 
of the German Federal Republic, arrived in Vienna on Sep- 
tember 10. On the 11th, Professor Erhard, following an invi- 
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tation of the 


audience 


Austrian Chamber of addressed a 
at the Reinhard Kamitz, 
Austrian Minister of Finance, also spoke on this occasion. 
FIRST GENERAL OF NEW AUSTRIAN ARMY APPOINTED. 
President 
of the bederal 
Artillery 


Commerce, 


large Musikvereinssaal 


Theodor Koerner, who is also Commander in Chief 


Army, appointed Eimil Liebitzky a General of 
According to the Defense Ministry, special credit is 
due to General Liebitzky for the successful preparatory work 
in Setting up the new Austrian army. ‘Even before the occupa- 
Liebitzky had laid the ground work 
which facilitated the prompt organization of national defense 


Lion powers withdrew, 


nce Austrian sovereignty had been achieved. 


FIRST AUSTRIAN PILOT TO BREAK SOUND BARRIER. A 
number of airmen, including airforce commander Colonel Lube, 
recently had an opportunity to get a close look at the planes 
at the 


Wing Commander Mader is the first pilot of 


being produced by Britain’s aircraft industry F’arn- 


borough airshow 
the new Austrian airforce to have flown a British jet at super- 


sonic speed. Flying a two-seater Hawker ‘‘Hunter,’’ he a- 
chieved a speed of 1650 kilometers per hour in the course of 


a test flight (1 km ied.) 


THE LAST BUT ONE. ‘‘Der Abend’’, Vienna Communist ev- 
ening paper, is out of circulation. The publishers have an- 


equals 0.621 miles 


nounced that they can no longer find the funds required to 
cover the deficit incurred by its publication. ‘‘Die Volksstim- 
me’’, official daily paper of the Communist party, is the only 
survivor of a chain of Communist papers which appeared in 
Vienna before the withdrawal of the occupation forces. 
AUTOMATION PROBLEMS STUDIED. Responding to the cur- 
rent trend of industrial development, an Austrian Committee 
Automation has been formed in the Federal Chancellery. 
have the Ministries of 
Education and Social Welfare; 


Representatives been selected fron 
Trade, 


"or 


Transport and Power, 


Strian Productivity Centre, the Chamber of Com- 


ce,the Trade Union Federation,industry andscience. 


Trends in Austrian Trade (Continued from page |) 


The following table will illustrate the geographical 
stribution of Austria’s foreign trade before and after 
wor Nar OU The figures are given in percentages of 
al import and export volume. The Easter Europe column 


Romania Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the Middle fF, 
column includes Iraq, Iran, Israel, Lehanon, Saudi Arabhj; 
Syria and Jordan; the Australia column includes Australi; 
New Zealand and Oceania. 
FLUCTUATING LABOR FORCE APROBLEM TOINDUSTpry 
F'urther expansion of production is being hindered in ma; 
sections of the economy by a labor shortage. Although ther 
were still 73,600 registered job seekers as against 2 425 
job openings by the end of June, the persons in question, hoy. 
ever, were for the most part less suitable workers employab|« 
only on a limited scale. The acute shortage of labor in the 
building trades is leading to continuous migration of worker 
from many branches of industry which are frequently unab|; 
to meet their own labor requirements. In many cases the bui)- 
ding industry is acquiring the labor resources of its own sup- 
pliers and is thereby itself endangering its supply of urgently 
needed raw materials. 

In many branches of the economy the workers being hire 
are no longer fully qualified personnel. In the wool processir 


industry there have even been isolated work stoppages as a 


result of labor shortages. According to announcements by thy 


labor offices, the excellent employment conditions have meant 


that workers separated from the vehicle industry, which j 


now experiencing a slump, have been absorbed without diffi- 


culty in other sections of the economy. 


MACHINERY EXPORT EXPANDED. As compared with th 
first half of 1955. Austrian exports of machinery during th 


first six months of 1956 showed a greater percentual rise thar 


imports. Exports rose from a value of 20.3 million dollars ir 


the first half of 1955 to 28.1 million during the comparable 


period of 1956, i.e., an increase of approximately 39 per cent 


Imports of machinery rose from a value of 36.5 to 46 million 


dollars, or by about 25.1 per cent. 

The principal buyer of Austrian machinery this year has 
been Western Germany, accounting for 3.9 million dollars’ 
worth (as against 2.5 million in the first half of 1955). Next 
in order come Poland, with 3.7 million (2.3), Eastern Germany 
with 1.4 (0.7) and France with 1.3 (1). Austrian exports of 
machinery to the United States rose from a value of 170,000 
dollars in the first half of 1955 to 290,000 in the same period 
of 1956. (Figures in parentheses are those for the first six 





meludes the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Poland, months of 1955, expressed in millions of dollars — Ed.) 
IMPORTS 
) ear h ester Eastern USA South Viddle 
: _ Europe Europe 4merica Fast Africa Australia 
5 qe J X % % 
19 29 39.2 46.6 6.1 2.4 0.1 1.0 0.9 
1937 39.7 39.9 6.0 3.2 0.5 2.6 1.4 
1954 78.5 3.35 3.6 » 0.2 1.3 0.0 
1955 74.7 10.3 7.9 2.3 0.3 1.0 0.2 
19 ne onl 71.2 0.9 14.4 1.6 0.2 1.1 0.1 
EXPORTS 
isa 46.6 42.8 3.5 1.5 0.4 1.6 0.3 
1937 51.8 33.2 25 1.9 0.7 2.4 0.3 
1954 69.5 11.8 4.8 3.6 1.3 2.7 0.8 
1955 70.5 10.9 4.6 3.6 1.3 2.8 1.1 
1956( June only) 67.6 13.2 4.2 3.2 1.0 2.3 1.1 
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CAPACITY OF VOEST. The management of the United Aus- 
trian Iron and Steel Works (VOEST) announced recently that 
its fourth blast furnace had been put into operation during 
August, raising the plant’s pig iron capacity to 1.35 million 
t annually. With its new oxygen converter, VOEST will 
.lso be able to expand its steel plant Together with the out- 
out of the Alpine Montan unit and that of other producers of 
stee] on a smaller scale, Austria’s current raw steel capacity 
ver 2 million tons. When expansion of its cold-rolling mill 
has been completed, VOEST’s production of cold-rolled plate 
will rise from the current 72,000 tons to 144,000 tons. 
This year’s program still calls for the completion of the 
ond stage of expansion including the heavy-plate rolling 
which is expected to start operations at the end of 1957 
r 1958. During the last 12 months an additional 1,500 work- 
ers have been hired by VOEST, which is now employing ap- 
proximately 15,000 persons. The value of the plant’s produc- 
tion will probably represent an amount of 4 billion schillings 
160 million dollars) during 1956. 
VOEST TO BUILD POWER STATIONS IN TURKEY, KOREA, 
FORMOSA. Approximately one half of VOEST’s production 
es for exports. The principal purchasers are Western Ger- 
many, Italy and Great Britain. VOEST’s small turning lathe 
even sold in the United States, the country known for its 
machine tool production. Current production of 100 lathes per 
month is no longer enough to keep up with demand. During the 
past year, VOEST collaborated with American companies in 
the erection of a power station in Turkey. Negotiations are 
currently under way with South Korea and Formosa concerning 
the construction of power plants, and talks have also been 
held with Spain on supplying VOEST products to that country. 
Every year VOEST’s exports tend to concentrate more and 
re on machinery. Its trade with Eastern countries has not 
hanged substantially, accounting for approximately ten per 
ent of the company’s exports. The plant has shipped 7,500 
tons of plate to the Soviet Union in the framework of settle- 
ment shipments tothat country underthe State Treaty. Queries 
nave also been received from the Soviet Union on the subject 
f machinery. To date there have been no shipments to China, 
lue to the difficulty of obtaining suitable deliveries in ex- 
‘hange and due also to China’s shortage of free dollars. The 
rincipal business with eastern countries has been that with 
Hungary, which has been purchasing VOEST forgings and 
astings for the past ten years. Czechoslovakia is a buyer of 
thin plate, both cold-rolled and hot-rolled. 


JAPANESE EXPERTS SEEK STEEL PRODUCTION EX.- 
PERIENCE IN AUSTRIA. A group of Japanese coal and 
teel experts is scheduled to make a three months’ visit 

the Donawitz (Styria) Works of the Alpine-Montan Conr 
pany to acauaint themselves with the oxygen converter 


teel process developed by Austrian engineers. 
The oxygen-converter steel process developed by VOEST, 


as been successfully operated since 1953. Contrary to con- 
‘entional processes, forcing agent-fluids through the molten 
metal, in the Austrian process a blast of pure oxygen, dis- 
harged at a pressure of 10 atmospheres, is directed at the 
surface of the liquidpig iron inthe process of conversion. The 


ensuing reaction, liberating carbon oxide within the molten 
metal, results in automatic circulation of the feed stock. 

The Austrian Alpine Montan Company in Donawitz ope- 
rates two converters, commissioned about half a year after 
the new Linz plant. In the meantime, the process has been 
introduced in the United States, Canada, India, the German 
Federal Republic as well as in Japan. As reported, a general 
licence agreement was recently concluded with the Indian 
government. It will enable part of the Indian steel industry to 
employ the VOEST process. The somewhat reserved attitude 
initially noted toward the new steelmaking process is now 
being abandoned in view of its obvious technical and econo- 
mic advantages. Continuous visits of foreign experts to the 
Austrian plants in Linz and Donawitz testify to a mounting 
interest abroad. 

AUSTRIAN NITROGEN FERTILIZER MARKETED IN 
THIRTY COUNTRIES. Austria’s production of nitrogen 
fertilizer has been steadily climbing over the past few 
years. Output increased from 363,000 tons in 1950 to 570,000 
tons in 1955. During this period, fertilizer has been shipped 
to some 30 countries, half of ther on the European conti- 
nent. 34.5 per cent of total exports went to Africa, 13.9 
per cent to Asia and 3.1 per cent to America. 

MAGNESITE INDUSTRY EXPANDS PRODUCTION. 
Significant achievements in production were registered by 
Austria’s magnesite industry during 1955 and the first half 
1956. Production of crude magnesite in 1955, amounting to 
approximately 992,000 tons, was 18.2 per cent higher than 
in 1954. In the first half of the present vear it amounted to 
504,800 tons, an increase of 5.5 per cent over the corre- 
sponding period for 1955. Since 1950, the production of 
magnesite has increased by more than 80 per cent. 

After iron ore and coal, magnesite is Austria’s most 
important mined product. The value of exported magnesite 
products — in the form of sintered magnesite, special mag- 
nesite, crude magnesite and caustic magnesite — amounted 
to 600 million schillings (24 million dollars) in 1954, to 
767 million (approx. 31 million dollars) in 1955 and to 
approximately 440 million (17.6 million dollars) during the 
the first half of 1956. 

Magnesite products from Styria, Carinthia and Tyrol 
are exported to the United States, the German Federal 
Republic, Great Britain, France, Italy, Hungary, 
slovakia, Switzerland and Japan. 

The increase in production has been facilitated by 

systematic mechanization and modernization of Austrian 
magnesite mines, especially as regards mining machinery, 
including belt conveyors for extracting overlay. 
AUSTRIAN DEVELOPS QUICK TANNING METHOD. 
Gottfried Semlitsch, an Austrian inventor, has succeeded in 
accelerating the tanning process, not by chemical means but 
through a complicated mechanical apparatus. The new method 
lends itself to use with pure vegetable tanner’s liquor as 
to the production of leather tanned with chrome and other 
chemicals. 

The inventor is keeping silent about the details of his 
process. He merely states that the peculiarity of his method 
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tation of the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, addressed a 
Reinhard Kamitz, 


large audience at the Musikvereinssaal. 
Austrian Minister of Finance, also spoke on this occasion. 


FIRST GENERAL OF NEW AUSTRIAN ARMY APPOINTED. 
President Theodor Koerner, who is also Commander in Chief 
of the Federal Army, appointed Emil Liebitzky a General of 
Artillery. According to the Defense Ministry, special credit is 
due to General Liebitzky for the successful preparatory work 
in setting up the new Austrian army. ‘Even before the occupa- 
tion powers withdrew, Liebitzky had laid the ground work 
wnich facilitated the prompt organization of national defense 


once Austrian sovereignty had been achieved. 


FIRST AUSTRIAN PILOT TO BREAK SOUND BARRIER. A 
number of airmen, including airforce commander Colonel Lube, 
recently had an opportunity to get a close look at the planes 
being produced by Britain’s aircraft industry at the Farn- 
borough airshow. Wing Commander Mader is the first pilot of 
the new Austrian airforce to have flown a British jet at super- 
sonic speed. Flying a two-seater Hawker ‘‘Hunter,’’ he a- 
chieved a speed of 1650 kilometers per hour in the course of 
a test flight (1 km. equals 0.621 miles — Ed.) 


THE LAST BUT ONE. ‘‘Der Abend’’, Vienna Communist ev- 
ening paper, is out of circulation. The publishers have an- 
nounced that they can no longer find the funds required to 
cover the deficit incurred by its publication. ‘‘Die Volksstim- 
me’’, official daily paper of the Communist party, is the only 
survivor of a chain of Communist papers which appeared in 
Vienna before the withdrawal of the occupation forces. 
AUTOMATION PROBLEMS STUDIED. Responding to the cur- 
rent trend of industrial development, an Austrian Committee 
on Automation has been formed in the Federal Chancellery. 
Representatives have 
Trade, Transport and Power, Education and Social Welfare; 
from the Austrian Productivity Centre, the Chamber of Com- 
merce,the Trade Union Federation,industry andscience. 

Trends in Austrian Trade (Continued from page 1) 

The following table will illustrate the geographical 
distribution of Austria’s foreign trade before and after 
World War I. The figures are given in percentages of 
total import and export volume. The Eastern Europe column 
includes the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Poland, 





been selected from the Ministries of 


Romania Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the Middle Eas 
column includes Iraq, Iran, Israel, Lehanon, Saudi Arabhjs 
Syria and Jordan; the Australia column includes Australis 
New Zealand and Oceania. 

FLUCTUATING LABOR FORCE APROBLEM TOINDUSTrRY 
Further expansion of production is being hindered in man 
sections of the economy by a labor shortage. Although there 
were still 73,600 registered job seekers as against 26 40 
job openings by the end of June, the persons in question, how. 
ever, were for the most part less suitable workers employable 
only on a limited scale. The acute shortage of labor in the 
building trades is leading to continuous migration of workers 
from many branches of industry which are frequently unable 
to meet their own labor requirements. In many cases the buil- 
ding industry is acquiring the labor resources of its own sup- 
pliers and is thereby itself endangering its supply of urgently 
needed raw materials. 

In many branches of the economy the workers being hire 
are no longer fully qualified personnel. In the wool processing 
industry there have even been isolated work stoppages as a 
result of labor shortages. According to announcements by the 
labor offices, the excellent employment conditions have meant 
that workers separated from the vehicle industry, which is 
now experiencing a slump, have been absorbed without diffi- 
culty in other sections of the economy. 


MACHINERY EXPORT EXPANDED. As compared with the 
first half of 1955. Austrian exports of machinery during the 
first six months of 1956 showed a greater percentual rise than 
imports. Exports rose from a value of 20.3 million dollars ir 
the first half of 1955 to 28.1 million during the comparable 
period of 1956, i.e., an increase of approximately 39 per cent 
Imports of machinery rose from a value of 36.5 to 46 million 
dollars, or by about 25.1 per cent. 

The principal buyer of Austrian machinery this year has 
been Western Germany, accounting for 3.9 million dollars’ 
worth (as against 2.5 million in the first half of 1955). Next 
in order come Poland, with 3.7 million (2.3), Eastern Germany 
with 1.4 (0.7) and France with 1.3 (1). Austrian exports of 
machinery to the United States rose from a value of 170,000 
dollars in the first half of 1955 to 290,000 in the same period 
of 1956. (Figures in parentheses are those for the first six 
months of 1955, expressed in millions of dollars — Ed.) 





IMPORTS 
Y ear western Eastern USA South Middle 
e. _______Europe Europe America Fast A frica Australia 
G % % wy) % % % 
19 29 39.2 46.6 6.1 2.4 0.1 ee 0.9 
1937 39.7 39.9 6.0 0.5 2.6 1.4 
1954 78.5 11.5 3.6 y 0.2 1.3 0.0 
1955 74.7 10.3 7.9 a9 0.3 1.0 6.2 
1956 (J une only) 71.2 0.9 14.4 1.6 0.2 3.3 0.1 
EXPORTS 
19 29 46.6 42.8 » 1.5 0.4 1.6 0.3 
1937 51.8 33.2 2.5 1.9 0.7 2.4 0.3 
1954 69.5 11.8 4.8 3.6 3.3 ae 0.8 
1955 70.5 10.9 4.6 3.6 1.3 2.8 3 
1956(June only) 67.6 13.2 4.2 aa 1.0 22 je 
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CAPACITY OF VOEST. The management of the United Aus- 
trian Iron and Steel Works (VOEST) announced recently that 
its fourth blast furnace had been put into operation during 
August, raising the plant’s pig iron capacity to 1.35 million 
tons annually. With its new oxygen converter, VOEST will 
also be able to expand its steel plant Together with the out- 
put of the Alpine Montan unit and that of other producers of 
steel on a smaller scale, Austria’s current raw steel capacity 
is over 2 million tons. When expansion of its cold-rolling mill 
has been completed, VOEST’s production of cold-rolled plate 
will rise from the current 72,000 tons to 144,000 tons. 
This year’s program still calls for the completion of the 
second stage of expansion including the heavy-plate rolling 
mill, which is expected to start operations at the end of 1957 
yr 1958. During the last 12 months an additional 1,500 work- 
ers have been hired by VOEST, which is now employing ap- 
proximately 15,000 persons. The value of the plant’s produc- 
tion will probably represent an amount of 4 billion schillings 
160 million dollars) during 1956. 
VOEST TO BUILD POWER STATIONS IN TURKEY, KOREA, 
FORMOSA. Approximately one half of VOEST’s production 
goes for exports. The principal purchasers are Western Ger- 
many, Italy and Great Britain. VOEST’s small turning lathe 
s even sold in the United States, the country known for its 
machine tool production. Current production of 100 lathes per 
month is no longer enough to keep up with demand. During the 
past year, VOEST collaborated with American companies in 
the erection of a power station in Turkey. Negotiations are 
currently under way with South Korea and Formosa concerning 
the construction of power plants, and talks have also been 
held with Spain on supplying VOEST products to that country. 
Every year VOEST’s exports tend to concentrate more and 
re on machinery. Its trade with Eastern countries has not 
hanged substantially, accounting for approximately ten per 
‘ent of the company’s exports. The plant has shipped 7,500 
tons of plate to the Soviet Union in the framework of settle- 
ment shipments tothat country underthe State Treaty. Queries 
have also been received from the Soviet Union on the subject 
f machinery. To date there have been no shipments to China, 
jue to the difficulty of obtaining suitable deliveries in ex- 
‘hange and due also to China’s shortage of free dollars. The 
rincipal business with eastern countries has been that with 
Hungary, which has been purchasing VOEST forgings and 
astings for the past ten years. Czechoslovakia is a buyer of 
thin plate, both cold-rolled and hot-rolled. 


JAPANESE EXPERTS SEEK STEEL PRODUCTION EX- 
PERIENCE IN AUSTRIA. A group of Japanese coal and 
teel experts is scheduled to make a three months’ visit 
) the Donawitz (Styria) Works of the Alpine-Montan Conr 
pany to acauaint themselves with the oxygen converter 


teel process developed by Austrian engineers. 
The oxygen-converter steel process developed by VOEST, 


1as been successfully operated since 1953. Contrary to con- 
ventional processes, forcing agent-fluids through the molten 
metal, in the Austrian process a blast of pure oxygen, dis- 
‘harged at a pressure of 10 atmospheres, is directed at the 
Surface of the liquidpig iron inthe process of conversion. The 


ensuing reaction, liberating carbon oxide within the molten 
metal, results in automatic circulation of the feed stock. 

The Austrian Alpine Montan Company in Donawitz ope- 
rates two converters, commissioned about half a year after 
the new Linz plant. In the meantime, the process has been 
introduced in the United States, Canada, India, the German 
Federal Republic as well as in Japan. As reported, a general 
licence agreement was recently concluded with the Indian 
government. It will enable part of the Indian steel industry to 
employ the VOEST process. The somewhat reserved attitude 
initially noted toward the new steelmaking process is now 
being abandoned in view of its obvious technical and econo- 
mic advantages. Continuous visits of foreign experts to the 
Austrian plants in Linz and Donawitz testify to a mounting 
interest abroad. 

AUSTRIAN NITROGEN FERTILIZER MARKETED IN 
THIRTY COUNTRIES. Austria’s production of nitrogen 
fertilizer has been steadily climbing over the past few 
years. Output increased from 363,000 tons in 1950 to 570,000 
tons in 1955. During this period, fertilizer has been shipped 
to some 30 countries, half of them on the European conti- 
nent. 34.5 per cent of total exports went to Africa, 13.9 
per cent to Asia and 3.1 per cent to America. 

MAGNESITE INDUSTRY EXPANDS PRODUCTION. 
Significant achievements in production were registered by 
Austria’s magnesite industry during 1955 and the first half 
1956. Production of crude magnesite in 1955, amounting to 
approximately 992,000 tons, was 18.2 per cent higher than 
in 1954. In the first half of the present year it amounted to 
504,800 tons, an increase of 5.5 per cent over the corre- 
sponding period for 1955. Since 1950, the production of 
magnesite has increased by more than 80 per cent. 

After iron ore and coal, magnesite is Austria’s most 
important mined product. The value of exported magnesite 
products — in the form of sintered magnesite, special mag- 
nesite, crude magnesite and caustic magnesite — amounted 
to 600 million schillings (24 million dollars) in 1954, to 
767 million (approx. 31 million dollars) in 1955 and to 
approximately 440 million (17.6 million dollars) during the 
the first half of 1956. 

Magnesite products from Styria, Carinthia and Tyrol 
are exported to the United States, the German Federal 
Republic, Great Britain, France, Italy, Hungary, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Switzerland and Japan. 

The increase in production has been facilitated by 

systematic mechanization and modernization of Austrian 
magnesite mines, especially as regards mining machinery, 
including belt conveyors for extracting overlay. 
AUSTRIAN DEVELOPS QUICK TANNING METHOD. 
Gottfried Semlitsch, an Austrian inventor, has succeeded in 
accelerating the tanning process, not by chemical means but 
through a complicated mechanical apparatus. The new method 
lends itself to use with pure vegetable tanner’s liquor as 
to the production of leather tanned with chrome and other 
chemicals. 

The inventor is keeping silent about the details of his 
process. He merely states that the peculiarity of his method 
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lies simply in the rapid penetration and ‘‘filling’’ of the 


with the tanning He also calls attention to 
the reports of the Graz Institute of Technology, under whose 


hides agents. 
supervision the tanning tests were carried out. The utility of 
the invention has also beencorroborated by a group of experts. 

Semlitsch is able to tan top-grain leather within 2 hours, 
sole leather (for shoes) in 20 to 22 hours. From the time of 
delivery by the slaughterhouse supplying the raw hide to the 
time it marketable, 
normally takes seven days, 


becomes the production of leather 
one month being required for 
top-grain leather and six months for sole leather. 

The inventor maintains further that the quality of his 
leather is superior to all the other types, because his 
process does not damage the fibers — which in other tan- 
neries have to be crushed. Surface leather from Gottfried 
Semlitsch’s experimental is capable of withstanding 
tension of 375 kg./sq. cm. 


shop 


DELIVERY OBLIGATIONS TO RUSSIA DISCHARGED. 
At a recent meeting of the commission concerned with 
Austrian deliveries to Russia under the State Treaty, two 
protocols were drawn up with the concurrence of the Soviet 
trade agency. They confirm Austria’s fulfilment of delivery 
commitments arising out of the agreement which provides for 
annual payments in the value of 25 million dollars as 
settlement for USIA (former Soviet-administered) enterprises 
and for annual million tons of oil as 
payment for the former Soviet-controlled oil installations. 

The commission approved new orders, representing a 
total value of $2,210,444 for the second year of deliveries 
under the USIA part Of the agreement. 


deliveries of one 


CHURCH RECONSTRUCTION LOAN. Discussing subscrip- 
tion to the first 50-million schilling part of the ‘‘1956 Church 
Reconstruction Loan,’’ the first of the kind ever instituted in 
Austria, Archbishop Koenig declared that the Church found it 
necessary to resort to this new method of raising funds for 
investment in building projects because income from the 
church tax is not sufficient for the purpose. He indicated that 
the Church would need about 3 million dollars for its most 
urgent projects. 

There arestill a large number of destroyed parish churches 
and chapels which have not yet been rebuilt. During the war, 
a total of 15 churches and 9 chapels were destroyed in the 
Archdiocese of Vienna, while 31 parish churches and 17 
chapels’ suffered heavy damage and 92 churches and 25 chap- 
els minor damage. 


AUSTRIAN URANIUM FINDS: EXPLOITATION NOT YET 
CONTEMPLATED. Commenting on the discovery of uranium 
in Austria, the Ministry of Trade announced that so far only 
minute quantities of uranium have been found. According to 
the statement, conjecture about the discovery of larger 
uranium resources on Austrian territory has not been sub 
stantiated as yet. Research has merely confirmed a certain 
amount of enrichment of specific formations as, for example, 
soft coal beds, with uranium. At the present stage of 
technical development, the content ascertained does not 
warrant economic exploitation. 


TOURISTS INCREASE AUSTRIAN FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
HOLDINGS. The foreign exchange earnings from the tourist 
trade totalled 23.7 million dollars in August 1956, as com- 
pared to a total of 27 million dollars in July 1956 and 16.8 
million in August 1955. 

Leading the list of foreign exchange earnings are 

321,164,000 schillings’ worth of German DM, followed by the 
pound sterling equivalent of 92,036,000 schillings, 75,870,000 
schillings’ worth of U.S. dollars, 48,551,000 schillings’ worth 
of French francs, 22,687,000 of Dutch guilders, 15,548,000 of 
Swiss francs, 9,779,000 of Italian lire, 9,225,000 of Swedish 
crowns, 6,961,000 of Danish crowns, 5,748,000 of Belgian 
francs, 2,385,000 of exchange credit dollars and 885,000 
schillings’ worth of Norwegian crowns. 
NOVEL “‘CONFERENCE CAR”. The passengers on the 
maiden trip of the new Conference Car of the Austrian Posta! 
System were members of the Central Postal Administration 
and a group of automobile designers. The 15-seat ‘‘drean 
car,’’ featuring every convenience from refrigerator to tele- 
phone, not to mention a television set, was commissioned 
by the Central Postal Administration. The interior of the car, 
which is separated from the driver’s area by a glass wall, 
gives the impression of a hotel lobby. All seats are window 
seats, since only one row of single armchairs has been ar- 
ranged along each side. Each of these comfortable seats 
can be pivoted in any direction, so that it is perfectly con- 
venient to converse with any of one’s fellow passengers. 
Moreover, each seat has a small folding table with a groove 
for writing equipment. As in planes, these tables are also 
used for serving meals prepared in a tiny galley, or drinks 
from the vehicle’s two refrigerators. At night, the armchairs 
can be tumed into comfortable berths. Typewriters and tape 
recorders are also available for the passengers’ use. 

A loudspeaker system makes it easy to describe the 
surroundings or to conduct discussions. There is also a 
loudspeaker connection with the driver's cabin for con- 
veying instructions as to speed or routes to be followed. 

It is planned to install an ultra-short-wave telephone 
apparatus through which the next post office can be reached 
and, through the exchange, any number obtained. (However, 
this system can be put into use only after the proper stations 
have been set up in the post offices.) 

Only every two of the armchairs are of the same color 
and great care has been taken to make the interior color 
scheme a pleasant and varied one. On longer stopovers, the 
electric installations of the vehicle can be connected with 
lighting circuits by means of a transformer. 

A few trial runs are now being scheduled, after which 
the vehicle will be rented by the Postal Administration | 
any interested parties; among other things, itis believed that 
it will be especially suitable for conferences which also 
involve excursions. However, it is likely that tourist agen- 
cies, which want to duplicate the comforts of air travel on 
highways, will also make use of the new vehicle. 

Industrial exploitation of the new process would result 
in much lower leather costs than those prevailing heretofore, 
since it would involve savings in labor and more rapid 


turnover of capital. Great interest in the new tanning process 
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; being shown in Australia, where an apparatus based on the 
Semlitsch system is under construction. Production in that 
‘ountry is expected to get under way in the near future. 
Pp. S. TO THE PAST SEASON. During late August, when 
the Vienna tourist season was at its peak, four Italian 
irists were looking invain for night lodgings for themselves 
und their five children. In desperation, the foreign guests 
finally hailed a police car on the Praterstrasse and asked for 
istance. Their request was given immediate attention. 
Using the police radio system, the car crew contacted the 
fficer on duty at the central police station. The latter 
teletyped a message to all of the district police stations 
juesting information about available hotel roonis. And this 
trange hunt for hotel space turned out to be successful. 
joreover, in order to prevent the tourists from getting lost 
their way to their quarters, the patrol car escorted them 
their individual lodgings. This ‘‘mission,’’ for which 
there is hardly a provision in their service manuals, must 
ive given the police officers a welcome relief from pur- 
\ing fleeing criminals or traffic violators. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


EUROPEAN JURISTS TO STUDY ‘‘POLITICAL CRIME."’ 
he International Jurists’ Commission, which has its 
eadquarters at The Hague, is planning to hold a conference 
f European jurists at Vienna during the spring of 1957. 

Discussions at the meeting will center on two themes, the 
ource Material for which is to be provided by ques- 

tionnaires which are being distributed to the countries par- 

ticipating. The first of these subjects will be ‘‘The Nature 

f Political Crime and the Procedure Applicable to It’’; the 
econd will be ‘‘Legal Limitations on Freedom of Opinion.’’ 

It is also announced that the Commission has as yet re- 
eived no reply from Poland in connection with its request 
send observers to the forthcoming trial of the Posen rebels. 








GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY. 
he Geographical Society in Vienna will celebrate its 100th 
inniversary from October 2-4. The establishment of the orga- 
ization took place during the period of the last great dis- 
overies. The idea of forming the group originated with Fried- 

rich Simony, the alpine specialist and the first appointee to a 
hair in geography at an Austrian university. 


The Geographical Society maintains an interchange with 


181 foreign and 45 Austrian societies and scientific institutes. 


One of the principal efforts of the Society is to keep 
teachers informed of developments in the scientific world. 
Vienna offers great attractions for international scholars, 
thanks especially to its abundant material on the history of 
eography, including the collection of globes in the National 
Library, which is the largest of its kind in Europe and the 
second largest in the world. Delegates from 17 countries have 
agreed to attend the seminar of Austrian geographers, which 
will be heJd from October 1-8, in honor of the centennial cel- 
ebrations. 





AUSTRIANS STORM THREE 26,000-FT. PEAKS. If in 
mountain climbing there were any scoring system, Austria 
would hold a record among the nations. With the scaling of 
the Nanga Parbat by Hermann Buhl, of the Cho Oyu by Dr. 
Herbert Tichy and his associates and now of Gasherbrum 2, 
three Himalayan peaks of over 26,000 feet have not been 
conquered for the first time, and by Austrian mountain climbers 

Fritz Morawec, head of the successful Karakorum ex- 
pedition, has described the details of the climb. The Gasher- 
brum 2 peak was conquered, so to speak, in a desparate 
gamble. In Camp 1, following a snowfall of several days, 
part of the stockpiled equipment and provisions, including 
seven tents for high-altitude camping, were buried by a 
snowslide. At the same time, Radio Pakistan, which trans- 
mitted weather reports for the expedition three times daily, 
announced that the monsoon rains were setting 
weeks earlier than normal in India. 

These circumstances niade it necessary to revise climb- 
ing plans drastically if the project of reaching the peak was 
not to be abandoned entirely. 

Because of the losses in equipment, the number of 
intermediate camps originally planned was reduced from 
five to three and the rate of climb was accelerated in an 
effort to accomplish the goal before the onset of prolonged 
bad weather. 

The storming of the peak began on July 6, 1956, with 
Camp 3, at an altitude of 23,250 ft., as the starting point. 
The three participants had to carry their equipment and pro- 
visions themselves, because the porters had dropped out 
because of exhaustion and had to be taken back to the main 
camp. The three mountain climbers decided to take the risk 
of conquering the remaining 3,300 feet without intermediate 
camps. The unusually steep icy flank leading to the peak 
proper allowed them to climb only 1,300 feet that day. 

They spent a sleepless night, with scant protection, 
under a large piece of rock. Utterly exhausted, they con- 
tinued their climb the following morning, July 7. 

At 1:30 p.m. they stepped on to the small plateau of 
a snow-crowned peak flanked by two jagged rocks — the 
highest elevation of Gasherbrum 2. They rammed an ice-pick 
with the flags of Pakistan and Austria into the snow and 
proceeded to take pictures of the peak and the panorama 
around them. 


in three 


SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS. After an absence of nearly six 
months, the Austrian expedition to the Himalaya and Karako- 
rum ranges has returned to Vienna. A brief report on some of 
the scientific results achieved by the group has already been 
released by Dr. Gattinger, a geologist, and Dr. Weiler, a phy- 
sician. 

The expedition succeeded in making the first photographic 
maps of the area around the highest Baltoro glacier and the 
southern Gasherbrum glacier. From the rock samples and fos- 
sils collected, it is hoped that it will be possible to classify 
the area’s rock elements according to age. Furthermore, the 
geologists collected information from surrounding areas which 
will be of use in developing the theories concerning the for- 
mation of mountains. The expedition’s glaciological studies 
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extended to an investigation of the stages and extent of earl- 
ier glacier formation. 

In the field of medicine it was found, for example, that at 
high altitudes there is a pronounced drop in systolic blood 
pressure measurements, whereas those for diastolic pressure 
remained constant. Even at higher blood-pressure values of 
85-90 mm., as exhibited by some of the participants in the ex- 
pedition, there were no cases of collapse. 

It did not prove feasible to determine by measurements of 
blood pressure and pulse whether acclimatization to high alti- 
tudes is possible. The only conclusion they were able to draw 
was that, im view of improved physical condition, there must 
have been some adaptation to altitude. For example, the pe- 
riod required for traversing the 7 miles from the main camp (at 
an altitude of 17,500 feet) to Camp No. I (19,700 feet) was 
over eight hours the first time, while subsequently the same 
distance was covered in three-and-one-half hours. 

The psychological tests designed to determine capacity 
for mental coordination and concentration showed that there 
is no impairment of mental function at altitudes up to 23,600 
feet, nor was there such impairment after the scaling of the 
peak. .Jt cannot be ruled out, therefore, that hallucinations 
and malfunctions reported in connection with the climbing of 
»ther 26,000-ft. peaks are due to overdoses of stimulants. 


ROMAN CITY A TOURIST ATTRACTION. Magdalensberg in 
Carinthia has been visited by more than 90,000 persons since 
the excavation of a Roman city there was started in 1948. 
Professor Egger, in charge of these excavations, made a re- 
port on the progress of the work before the 200 participants in 
the Fourth Congress of Austrian Historians, held recently in 
Klagenfurt. 

The largest Roman temple area known in Central Europe 
has now been laid open on the Magdalensberg. In excavating 
the shrine, which measures 95 ft. by 59 ft., the workers en- 
countered walls having a thickness up to 23 ft. The walls in 
question enclose a Roman podium temple dating from the Aug- 
ustinian period and comprising two cells of equal size as well 
as a vestibule. Two official deities were worshipped on the 
Magdalensberg, the glorified Emperor and Dea Romana, which 
suggests that the ancient city discovered on this spot may 
have been a center of Roman government. 


ROCKEFELLER AWARD OF $19,000 FOR AUSTRIAN RE- 
SEARCH. In the framework of its program of supporting scien- 
tific research projects, the Rockefeller Foundation has made 
financial grants to two Austrian university institutes. Graz 
University’s Institute for Theoretical and Physical Chemistry, 
directed by Professor Otto Kratky, was given a $15,000 sub- 
sidy for two years in connection with a research project on 
the structure of proteins and fats. Dr. Leopold Rosenmayr, a 
sociologist of Vienna University, has received $4,000 for a 
study on the factors contributing to the formation of the social, 
economic and political opinions of the various population 
groups of Vienna. 


KOKOSCHKA TO DESIGN SETS FOR STRATFORD-ON.- 
AVON. Oskar Kokoschka has been commissioned to design 
the sets and costumes for Shakespeare’s ‘1A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’’ for next year’s Stratford-on-Avon Festival.» 


BOSTON SYMPHONY ACCLAIMED IN VIENNA. The Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Charles Munch, gave a per- 
formance in Vienna on Sept. 12th which was enthusiastically 
received by public and critics alike. The program consisted of 
Honegger’s ‘‘Symphonie Liturgique,’’ ‘‘Daphnis et Chloe’’ | 
Ravel and Brahms’ Symphony. 

GEORGE BALANCHINE INVITED TO VIENNA. The 
Vienna State Opera has reached an agreement with George 
Balanchine, choreographer of the New York City Ballet. 
to produce two ballets in Vienna during 1957. 

GOTTFRIED EINEM COMMISSIONED TO COMPOSE ORCH. 
ESTRAL WORK FOR U.S. ORCHESTRA. The board of direc- 
tors of the Cleveland, Ohio, Orchestra has commissioned the 
Austrian composer Gottfried Finem to write an orchestral work 
for its 40th season (1957/58). The first presentation of the 
composition will be conducted by George Szell. 
KARL BOEHM SIGNS CONTRACT WITH VIENNA OPERA. 
The Ministry of Education has now approved the contract 
signed between the Vienna State Opera and Dr. Karl Roehr, 
the conductor. The two-year contract, which contains a 
provision for a three-year extension, calls for appearances 
by Dr. Boehm on at least 25 evenings during the first year 
and for at least 36 evenings during the second year. 


EUROPEAN FESTIVAL CONGRESS TO MEET IN VIENNA IN 
1957. At this year’s General Meeting of the ‘‘Association of 
European Music Festivals,’’ which took place in San Giorgio 
near Venicein connectionwith the ‘‘Festival of Modern Music’”’ 
held there on September 13 and 14, it was decided that the 
next meeting of the organization should be held in Vienna on 
October 10, 1957. Geneva, which has hitherto been the per- 
manent meeting place of the association, was not selected 
this year because the decision was reached that in the future 
a different festival city should be selected each year for holc«- 
ing the congresses. 


VIENNA SUMMER SEASON. In the period between July | 
and August 31, six Vienna theaters offered 214 performances 
attended by 167,658 playgoers. Attendance at most of the 
theaters varied from 70 to 100per cent of capacity. Anouilh’s 
‘‘Ornifle, or Heaven Betrayed,’’ played to a 95 per cent 
capacity audience. The Vienna Chamber Opera, perforring 
lesser-known operatic works (Wolf-Ferrari’s ‘‘Il Campiello’’ 
and Donizetti’s ‘‘La Favorita’’) at the Schoenbrunn Castle 
theater, attracted an audience of 9,276. Sixteen concerts 

in the Arcade Courtyard of the Vienna City Hall were at- 
tended by 39,240 persons; 19 concerts in the Auersperg, 
Liechtenstein, Lobkowitz, Pallavicini and Rasumofsky 
Palaces drew audiences totalling 4,500 and the free park 
concerts, 63 performances in all, attracted tens of thousands 
of listeners. The concerts in the palaces proved to be a 
great attraction especially for foreign visitors. 

BRUNO WALTER CONGRATULATED ON 80TH BIRTHDAY. 
President Theodor Koerner, it has been announced, cabled 
his congratulations to Bruno Walter on the occasion of the 
conductor’s 80th birthday. Good wishes will also be conveyed 
in person by the Governors of Upper Austria and Land Salz- 
burg, Heinrich Gleissner and Josef Klaus, who arrived in New 
York on Sept. 24 for a six weeks’ stay in the U.S. at the invi- 
tation of the State Department. 
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KONZERTHAUS PROGRAM. In addition to its series of 
orchestral concerts, the program of Vienna’s Konzerthaus 
includes a number of soloist recitals during the coming 
season’ Which are being grouped together in a special 
eight-concert cycle. 

The group will begin on October 8 with an all-Chopin 
program, followed by recitals of Lieder by Wolf, Marx, 
Mahler and Kornauth. On November | the Trio di Trieste will 
perform works by Mozart, Beethoven, Ghedini and Brahms. 
On January 16, 1957, Ricardo Odnoposoff, violinist, will 
offer an evening of sonatas. Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau will 
sing Schubert and Schumann Lieder on February 4. The 
cellist Enrico Mainardi and the pianist Carlo Zecchi will be 
heard in an evening of sonatas on March 29. 

The two final concerts in the series will be a recital of 
Schubert and Wolf Lieder on May 16 and a program of Bach 
sonatas and partitas by the violinist Nathan Milstein on 
June 12. 

This year’s series by the Konzerthaus Quartet — seven 
‘oncerts in all — is being devoted mainly to the chamber 
music of Franz Schubert. All of that composer’s important 
chamber music will be heard during this series. 


AUSTRIAN PHYSICIAN CHAIRMAN OF WORLD MENTAL 
HEALTH GROUP. Professor Hans Hoff, M.D., Director of 
the Psychiatry and Neurology Clinic of Vienna University, 
‘as elected at the Berlin conference of the International 
Federation for Mental Health to a three-year term es pres- 
ident of the European League for Mental Health and to the 
chairmanship of the International Federation itself. 


AUSTRIAN SURGEON HONORED IN U.S. Dr. Felix Mandl, 
Director of the Surgery Department of the Franz-Josef 
Hospital in Vienna, has been granted the title of ‘‘Master of 
Surgery’’ by the International Surgeons’ Society in Chicago. 
Professor Mandl is currently on a study trip in the United 
States. The Vienna physician has been invited to deliver 
an address as a guest of honor at the American Academy of 
Sciences in New York. 

PROF. KERSCHAGL PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
UNIVERSITY TEACHERS’ ORGANIZATION. Professor 
Richard Kerschagl of Vienna was elected president of the 
International Association of University Professors and 
Teachers (I1.A.U.P.L.) at that organization’s recent congress 
in Munich. 


AUSTRIAN PIANIST WINS AWARDS. At the Busoni Piano 
Competition in Bolzano, Italy, the Austrian pianist Joerg 
Demus was the winner of the first prize, consisting of a 
cash award of half a million lire (approx. 800 dollars) and 
an engagement for ten concerts. The second and third 
prizes went to Ivan Roy David and James Mathis, both of 
them Americans; the fourth prize was divided between 
Bruno Canino of Italy and Michael Ponti of the United 
States. 


THEATER IN DER JOSEFSTADT PLANNING ANOTHER 
NEW YORK APPEARANCE. According to Vienna press re- 
ports, the Theater in der Josefstadt is planning to follow up 
its first New York appearance with a performance of Lessing’s 
“Nathan der Weise,’’ with Ernst Deutsch in the title role. 





VIENNA BOYS’ CHOIR TO SING AT BRUSSELS WORLD 
FAIR AND ON WORLD TOUR. The Choir of the Hofburg 
Chapel and one section of the Vienna Boys’ Choir will 
make guest appearances at the Brussels World Fair in 19586. 
In response to a Japanese invitation, the Boys’ Choir is 
scheduled to make another series of appearances in Japan, 
likewise in 1958. The visit to Japan will be part of a world 
tour which will take the ensemble to India and Australia as 
well. An invitation has also been received for the Boys’ 
Choir to appear in Persia during the same vear. 

SALZBURG ENCOURAGES OPERA COMPOSITION. 
At the international meeting organized jointly by the Aus- 
trian Broadcasting System and UNESCO to discuss ‘‘Opera 
in Radio, Television and Films’’ which was held in Salzburg 
from August 27 to September 2, the Mayor announced that 
Salzburg, the city where Mozart was born, was donating the 
sum of 1,000 dollars to be awarded for a prize-winning opera 
composed as part of an international competition. The inter- 
national competition is to be held in Salzburg; it is also 
stipulated that the prize-winning work have its world pre- 
miere at the Salzburg Festival. Jack Bornoff, General 
Secretary of the International Council of Music will co- 
operate in the preparations for the international competi- 
tion. At the final meeting, a number of resolutions were 
passed. These were, among others, recommending the pro- 
duction of operatic films of documentary value; laying plans 
for a conference during 1957 for the purpose of promoting 
contemporary operas; and considering radio festivals of con- 
temporary opera under the auspices of UNESCO. 

“NO TIME FOR SERGEANTS"’, “‘DIARY'’ PRODUCED IN 
VIENNA. Both ‘‘The Diary of Anne Frank’’ and the American 
comedy by Ira Levin, ‘‘No Time for Sergeants,’’ are included 
in the Theater in der Josefstadt program this season. The 
latter, in a German translation by Oskar Karlweis, had its 
European premiere on September 11. 

1957 VIENNA MUSIC FESTIVAL PROGRAM. After an 
interruption in its traditional International Music F'estival 
due to the 1956 Mozart Festival, the Vienna Konzerthaus 
Society will resume its Festival programs in June 1957: 
Two first performances are slated — the ‘‘Requiem’’ recently 
completed by J.N. David and an oratorio by R. Wagner- 
Regeny —, as are two versions of the ‘‘Antigone’’ theme, 
concert presentations of the operas by Honegger and Orff. 
Franz Schmidt’s ‘‘Fredegundis’’ will also be performed in a 
concert version. 

Other scheduled programs are the tribunal scene from 
‘‘Dantons Tod’’ by Gottfried von Ejinem, L. Dalapiccola’s 
‘‘Der ‘Gefangene’’ and ‘‘Streitlied’’ by Rolf Liebermann. 
The schedule further includes a presentation of the Festival 
Mass by Rossini and the first performance of a new com- 
position for soprano, violin and piano by Boris Blacher. 

Soloists will include Jascha Heifetz, Yehudi Menuhin, 
Nathan Milstein and Wolfgang Schneiderhan, violinists; 
Robert Casadesus, Claudio Arrau, Paul Badura-Skoda and 
Glenn Gould, pianists. Massimo Freccia, Josef Krips, 
George Szell, Ernest Ansermet, Eugen Jochum, Andre 
Cluytens and, possibly, Bruno Walter, will be among the 
conductors scheduled to appear. 
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VIENNA ‘‘HOFMUSIKKAPELLE” AT EDINBURGH 
FESTIVAL. The Vienna Hofmusikkapelle gave three major 
concerts at the Edinburgh Festival on September 6, 7 and 8 
under the baton of Josef Krips. The ensemble included a 
group of the Vienna Boys’ Choir, part of the State Opera 
chorus and an orchestra composed of members of the Vienna 
Philharmonic. 

On September 9, the group repeated an all-Mozart pro- 
gram at London’s Albert Hall. 


‘‘VIENNESE OPERA BALL”’ TO BE ANNUAL NEW YORK 
EVENT. The first Viennese Opera Ball held last February 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, having been an outstanding success, 
the Ball Committee has decided to stage this affair as an 
annual event during the New York season. The ‘‘Viennese 
Opera Ball 1957’’ will be held on Friday, February lst, 
in the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. As 
before, all proceeds will go to the ‘‘Margit Bokor Memorial 
Fund of Columbia University.’’ 


FIRST AWARD OF ‘‘MARGIT BOKOR MEMORIAL FUND” 
TO AUSTRIA. The untimely death of Erich Kaufmann, 
soloist of the Vienna State Opera, has induced the com- 
mittee of the ‘‘Margit Bokor Memorial Fund of Columbia 
University’’ to send a donation to his widow and two 
children. This is in keeping with the aims of the Fund, 
one half of which is used to further cancer research at 
Columbia Univer sity, the other half being used to aid cancer- 
stricken artists of the Vienna State Opera and their families. 


BRUCE LOW TO SING AT THE VIENNA VOLKSOPER. vi. 
American jazz singer, Bruce Low, will make his Viennese 
debut in the musical ‘‘Wonderful Town’’ by Leonard Bern- 
stein. Producer Marcel Prawy has offered him the feature role 
in a production scheduled for early presentation at the Volks- 
oper in Vienna. To judge by the success of ‘‘Kiss me, Kate.”’ 
this kind of musical will soon become an accepted part of 
Viennese entertainment, according to producer Prawy and qj 
rector Heinz Rosen. 

FIRST AMERICAN TOUR OF VIENNA PHILHARMONIC 
ANNOUNCED. The following is a list of performances to be 
given by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra in the U.S. 


4i~ 


NOV. 23 Dayton, Ohio 
4 Washington, D.C. 24 Columbus, Ohio 
5 Washington, D.C. 25 Pittsburgh, Pa. 
7 New York (Carnegie Hall) 26 Buffalo, New York 
8 Troy, New York 27 Rochester, New York 
9 Syracuse, New York 28 Toronto, Canada 
10 Cleveland, Ohio 30 Montreal, ‘Canada 
12 Toledo, Ohio 
13 Cincinnati, Ohio 
14 Lexington, Ky. DEC. 
15 Bloomington, Ind. Burlington, Vt. 


16 Lafayette, Ind. 

17 Lafayette, Ind. 

18 Chicago, Ill. 

19 East Lansing, Mich. 
20 Ann Arbor, Mich. 

21 Detroit, Mich. 


Boston, Mass. 

Newark, N.J. 

New Brunswick, N.J. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

New York (Carnegie Hal! 
Hartford, Conn. 
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